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TAB — PRIVATISATION 

558. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s proposal to invest proceeds of the sale of the TAB towards the construction of a new 
racecourse in Perth’s outer suburbs. 

(1) Will the Premier guarantee that the racing industry will receive the same level of return that it currently 
receives if the TAB is sold? 

(2) Is the Premier selling the TAB in order to retire debt or is he selling it in order to build a new track?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(2) No decision has been made on the sale of the TAB but I would imagine that in the next year or so that 
will be the case. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: There are two fundamental issues relating to the TAB and the racing industry, as I see it. 
The first is, should a government, in 2015, own and operate a betting agency? My answer is no. 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will answer it as I wish. 
The second issue is the long-term viability of the racing industry. I want to see the racing industry continue and 
grow. It is a big employer, a major source of entertainment and a big industry. Others may differ, but I do not 
believe the racing industry can support two major metropolitan venues a few kilometres apart in the centre of the 
city. I do not think that is viable into the future. Indeed, Belmont Park is in a very poor state, and Ascot needs a 
very significant investment. How many people go to the races? Not many—perhaps a couple of thousand a day. 
Mr M. McGowan: Why don’t you answer the question you were asked? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am answering the question. 
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGowan: Answer the question you were asked. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Kermit, take it easy. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Premier, I want you to withdraw that remark, please. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I withdraw. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I cannot resist saying it, though. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Does that make you Miss Piggy? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not think I am Miss Piggy! 
They are the two issues. Should government own and operate a TAB? I do not think so anymore. Can the racing 
industry continue with two major metropolitan tracks within a few kilometres of each other? I do not think that is 
viable in the long term. The two issues are interrelated. 
Mr P. Papalia: No, they’re not. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are interrelated. We are talking about the racing industry and the funding of the 
industry. It is out there. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the member for Warnbro wants to make a speech, he should do so, but he should not 
interject on my answer. 
The issues are interrelated. A week or so ago, with the members for Belmont and South Perth, I met with 
trainers, owners, jockeys and administrators. 
Several members interjected. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is pointless; completely pointless. 
The SPEAKER: Right—the wall of noise! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No-one opposite was bothering to listen to the answer. Maybe they do not like the 
answers, but what is the point of question time if even the person who asked the question was talking to the 
people behind him? 
Mr M. McGowan: No, I wasn’t. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, you were. 
The two issues are interrelated — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girraween, I call you to order for the second time. Premier, a short, quick wind-
up. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying, Mr Speaker. 

The two issues are interrelated. In our meeting at Ascot, a number of people made that point. One particular 
comment from a leading trainer—for people who oppose the sale of the TAB or the closure of one of the major 
racecourses—was, where is the future of racing? It lies with the trainers and the owners of racehorses, and they 
cannot afford to buy new facilities in the inner-city area. Therefore, for that and other reasons I have suggested—
no commitment, just debating the issue, talking about it—that maybe if the TAB was sold, and maybe if one of 
the inner-city racecourses was closed and presumably sold, out of that racing would be stronger and maybe we 
could build a state-of-the-art showcase for the horse industry in Western Australia, for breeding, training, 
equestrian activities and racing. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. 
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